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In Carol Brendler’s debut novel, Radio Girl, fourteen-year-old Cecelia Maloney, Cece “rhymes with 

peace” for short, will do anything to get that so-desired job at the radio station, even sneak into 

Manhattan on a Saturday to apply for a position—any position—at Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS).  

To Cece’s surprise, she manages to get a job and finds herself having to juggle her secret job, an aunt who 

may be romantically involved with the parish priest, a boy-crazed best friend, and a betrayal by her 

father. Her worlds collide on the night of Orson Welles’s famous War of the Worlds broadcast. As 

thousands flee in panic from a Martian invasion, Cece must expose the radio hoax and confront the truth 

about her own family’s dishonesty.  

Carol Brendler had been captivated by Orson Welles’ War of the Worlds broadcast long before she wrote 

the novel about Cece’s experience with it. Carol says, “Ever since I learned as a teen that tabloid 

journalists played fast and loose with the truth, I’ve been fascinated with how people persuade, 

manipulate, and fool the public.” In fact, the “greatest radio hoax in history” has intrigued her since she 

heard that her father-in-law was one of those in Newark listening to the broadcast that Sunday night in 

1938. He used to tell her how he had begun packing his suitcase before realizing it was a fake news 

broadcast. Carol hopes that Radio Girl shows readers that it’s important to 

question everything they read and hear in the media, even if these “facts” 

are presented by someone who seems authoritative. 

Carol Brendler is the author of Winnie Finn, Worm Farmer, a picture book 

illustrated by Ard Hoyt. She has a master’s degree in writing for children 

and young adults from the Vermont College of Fine Arts. She lives in 

Arlington Heights, Illinois, with her husband and three cats. For more 

about Carol, visit http://carolbrendlerbooks.com. 
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Can a girl from a middle-class Irish 

Catholic family living in Newark, New 

Jersey, in 1938 find fame and fortune  

(or even a job) as a radio star? 
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